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The removal of the Rap Brown 
trial: from Bel Air to Ellicott City 
is appropriate under the upsetting 
circumstances which have sur- 
rounded this case. The criminal 
charges grew out of the Cambridge 
riot * of almost three years ago. 
There has been delay after delay 
in the steps toward a trial be- 
fore a jury. During the past ten 
days the out-of-court statements 
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by the defense, the prosecution 
and, finally, the presiding judge 

had brought such a deterioration 
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in the trial scene that a transfer 
to another jurisdiction seemed in- 
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evitable. 
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Chief defense counsel William M. 
Kunstler had been insisting from 
the beginning of formal proceed- 
ings at Bel Air that his client could 
not; get a fair trial in Harford 
County Circuit Court. This view 
was : rejected initially by Judge 
Harry E. Dyer, Jr. Then came the 
bombings, the uneasiness in Har- 
ford county, the off-the-cuff state- 
ments of the lawyers and judge 
and* finally, the call by William B. 
Yates, Dorchester county state’s 

attorney, for a transfer of the trial 
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to another jurisdiction. 

Judge Dyer acted wisely in grant* 
ing a transfer. It is essential, in 
the public interest and the interest 
of the defendant, to have a fair 
and orderly trial at Ellicott City— 
a trial in which defense, prosecu- 
tion and bench opinions and state- 
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merits are confined to the court- 
room under normal rules of trial 
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procedure. 


